THE  AUTHORITY  OF   CATHOLICISM
freedom or any form of democracy. " The people is a perpetual
minor . . . made to be governed/' Any form of " constitution "
is really the break-up of social unity and creates a dualism
in society. To seek for guarantees against power is to try to
square the circle. " A people exists truly only when it is
constituted, and it is constituted only if it has a single lawful
ruler. While sovereignty must be exercised for the sake of the
people (never for the ruler's own sake, so that a particular
dynasty may cease to be legitimate), the people have no rights
against themselves. They can do nothing valid that denies the
personal dignity that binds them to the law of God. Their
right is not to live under a monarchy or under a republic, but
to have a constitution that will guarantee to them the benefit
of Jesus Christ."1
Veuillot, in other terms, is, like Maistre, a champion of
theocracy and for him therefore the ideal ruler is the Pope. It
need hardly be said therefore that he combats the champions of
the democratic idea. Michelet is to him a fraudulent historian,
a forger of evidence, a libeller; Quinet is, if anything, worse—
an immoral blasphemer of the Church.2 Neither could write
proper French.3 Their friend Garibaldi borrowed from Michelet
his prophetic jargon but at least he did not write books. For
Guizot he does not have quite the same hatred, for he did try
to stem the democratic tide. But he was a poor sort of man.
" Neither in religion nor in politics did he have what may be
called an idea. What he called principles were but instincts
which had become habits, attitudes, indifference. The fact was,
religion was absent from his life. The problems of life and of
salvation, for both the collective and the individual soul, he
1 UUnwers, ist January 1854. In his extremely racy and entertaining
(if scarcely impartial) essay on Veuillot (Portraits contemporains, vol. vi.) ^ules
Lemaitre quotes the draft of an ideal constitution for France made by Veuillot
in 1871 : " An hereditary Monarchy, a single Chamber, with the franchise
at twenty-five, and eligibility for married men of thirty with children, self-
governing provinces, complete freedom of association, freedom of corporation,
freedom of the Church, a strict censorship against immorality and impiety."
. 2 Bontoux, Temllot et les mauvais Mattre du Dix-neuvieme Siecle, pp. 216,
299.
3 Nobody who disagreed with Veuillot had any literary talent.
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